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2025 Data Collection and Analysis
of the Korean Sign Language(KSL) Corpus

The purpose of this study is to collect sign language data for the Korean
Sign Language (KSL) corpus and lay the foundation for scientific and systematic
Korean Sign Language research, and verify basic annotations and translation
annotations of the already established KSL corpus in preparation for public
release.

The data collection was conducted in Jeju, a region where no data has been
collected yet. A total of 18 elicitation tasks were used to collect Jeju regional
sign language data from 32 signers. The collected videos were first edited and
preliminarily processed by elicitation task, then re-edited and subjected to five
rounds of verification. As a result, a raw corpus totaling 71 hours, 53 minutes
of processed footage was secured.

Basic annotation was carried out on 422 minutes of raw corpus data required
for the annotated corpus. The total number of annotated tokens was 132,851,
comprising 71,462 gloss tokens and 61,389 meaning tokens. Through the
annotation process, a total of 379 new types were newly registered. To improve
the efficiency within the annotated corpus, a meaning-based search function
was added to the system. Through this enhancement, semantic information from
1,117 headwords of the Korean Sign Language Nuri Dictionary was copied into
1,010 types, enabling these data to be searched within the system.

In addition, the pre-selected data from the 2024 project were processed for
publication and released in September 2025. A total of 31 files, with a duration
of 8 hours, 18 minutes, and 3 seconds, were made publicly available on the
platform  ‘Everyone’ s Corpus’ . These files were organized into three
categories: raw corpora, annotated corpora, and parallel corpora.

Preparation for the 2026 release involved 14 files with a total duration of 5
hours, 5 minutes, and 7 seconds. This process included refining the raw corpora
by blurring video segments containing non-disclosable content, reviewing and
revising annotation layers, and conducting translation revisions. As a final step,
seven researchers carried out three rounds of comprehensive review. In
addition, all data were thoroughly checked for grammatical accuracy, spelling,
typographical errors, and related issues, thereby completing the preparation of



the corpus data for release in 2026.

Over the past decade, Korean Sign Language corpus research has progressed
through the establishment of guidelines for data collection and annotation,
which have been partially revised and supplemented over time. However, the
guidelines themselves have been operated without a fully systematic or
consistent structure. This situation highlighted the need for a comprehensive
reorganization appropriate to the status and role of the guidelines. Accordingly,
in 2025, the existing guidelines were thoroughly reviewed, and efforts were
made to establish clearer and more consistent standards through structural
redesign and reorganization. The purpose of this guideline revision is to
enhance practical usability in the field of Korean Sign Language corpus
research and to strengthen the foundation for systematic academic research as
well as broader social applications.

To commemorate the 10th anniversary of Korean Sign Language corpus
research in 2025, a seminar was held to share the development process and
research outcomes. The event also provided an opportunity to explore the
future of the corpus through domestic and international presentations and
discussions.

Furthermore, this study developed new elicitation tasks for the future
collection of raw corpus data from elderly Deaf signers and conducted pilot
recordings using these tasks in order to secure their validity.

Keywords: Korean Sign Language, Korean Sign Language research, Korean Sign
Language corpus, annotation, translation, data publication, 10" anniversary seminar,
elderly Deaf signer corpus, elicitation tasks
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H 0:22:19 0:21:41 0:20:57 0:22:09 0:23:45 0:47:07 0:18:39 0:24:55
| 0:21:05 0:04:20 0:04:23 0:19:29 0:03:55 0:18:11 0:04:56 0:13:34
J 0:07:47 0:06:13 0:05:18 0:10:37 0:11:56 0:11:57 0:07:29 0:07:56
K 0:07:59 0:04:43 0:02:14 0:04:34 0:06:22 0:06:18 0:07:21 0:09:16
L 0:04:35 0:09:00 0:03:44 0:12:48 0:09:15 0:10:01 0:08:46 0:21:43
M 0:19:01 0:19:05 0:25:04 0:16:17 0:22:04 0:27:42 0:17:22 0:20:58
N 0:22:47 0:34:38 0:28:04 0:28:26 0:20:42 0:29:27 0:42:55 0:40:32
(0] 0:14:53 0:16:41 0:24:59 0:09:47 0:10:01 0:07:46 0:21:18 0:13:46
P 0:18:22 0:21:29 0:15:39 0:08:10 0:13:16 0:21:18 0:17:42 0:28:20
Q 0:09:11 0:05:34 0:08:21 0:04:47 0:14:01 0:13:02 0:07:01 0:10:35
R 0:04:10 0:19:50 0:07:26 0:16:40 0:25:47 0:13:10 0:25:09 0:15:30

A 04:26:48 04:37:18 04:25:24 04:21:29 04:54:10 04:53:07 04:20:21 04:48:18
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