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Development Review of Grammar and Expression Content in Korean

Language Education (Fourth Stage)

This book is the result of the fourth stage ‘development research on grammar and
expression content of the Korean language education’ as part of the ‘Korean language
education content research’ carried out by the National Institute of Korean Language in
2012. This paper briefly introduces the achievements of the project made from 2012 to
2014 as well as an overview of 2015 project and policy suggestions.

The first stage research in 2012 performed three research tasks as follows: establishing
the grading standards of grammar and expression items; developing the technical aspects
of grammar and expression education contents; and conducting a comparative study of
Chinese language and Mongolian language on basic grammar level. The second stage of
the research was devoted to refining basic grammar and expression items that had been
selected in the first stage, and describing grammar education content of basic grammar
and expression items. The third stage aimed at refining intermediate grammar and
expression items that had been selected in the second stage, and describing educational
content of intermediate grammar and expression items.

The selection of grammar and expression items by level as the first task of the
project was undertaken based on items of “internationally used Korean language standard
model development (2011)” performed by the National Institute of Korean Language
while considering the items of the Test of Proficiency in Korean (TOPIC). When the
items of these two sources did not match, they were graded based on the frequency of
corpus annotation of the Korean language (Sejong corpus annotation frequency), and the
practicality of teaching and learning (degree of overlapping content). In this process, it
was suggested that alternant (*1°]3]) and associated forms (¥% &) should be classified
into a single item. Here, alternant (}1©]3) refers to morphologically different forms (&
B4 o] H]), and associated forms (¥ 3) refers to items that are more efficiently
learned when they are presented together (e.g. ‘-eulssu itdda (= <~ 1}’ and ‘-eulssu
updda (5 5~ §1t})’). As a result, 89 basic grammar items (92 items were described),
and 113 intermediate grammar items were selected. The number is slightly smaller than
that of existing TOPIK, and the items contain basic and intermediate grammar
expressions that are easier than the current items.

In order to prepare technical aspects of grammar and expression content as the second
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task, grammar books of foreign languages were analyzed, and a survey was conducted
among Korean language teachers to obtain eight types of educational information
necessary for teaching such as ‘meaning and usage, examples, introduction,
morphological information, sentence formation information, constraints, expansion, similar
grammar’, which can be adjusted according to the goals of Korean language education.

The third task of the project is a comparative linguistic analysis. Comparative study
explains an interlingual interference of foreign language learners, and predicts errors
ahead of teaching and learning, thereby contributes to the efficient foreign language
education. The first stage performed a comparative analysis between Chinese and
Mongolian languages in terms of basic grammar categories. The second stage, due to
limited budget and manpower, was reduced to describing helpful comments for Chinese
learners.

As the project ends in 2016, it aimed at developing a search engine so that users can
search for educational content of basic and intermediate grammar and expression that
have been developed so far, over the Internet or mobile devices. In this process, wrong
descriptions or statements that do not correspond to the general scheme were corrected
and grammar of words with similar functions and helpful comments for Chinese learners
were examined, modified, and added.

Despite many weaknesses, we hope that these research findings can be widely utilized
and applied in the Korean language education fields as a baseline data for future
research of the Korean language education.

[Key Words] Study of content in Korean language education, Grammar and

expressions, Grading, Grammar of words with similar functions, Comparative

linguistics
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