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<Abstract>

2025 Korean Sign Language (KSL) - Korean Dictionary
Data Writing Project

The aim of this study is to expand the Korean Sign Language-Korean
Dictionary (hereafter, the KSL-Korean Dictionary), which is scheduled for
its second release in 2027. To this end, the project carried out the full range
of lexicographic processes required for dictionary compilation in a
step—by—step manner, including headword selection, writing of definitions,
creation of example sentences, producing video recording, SignWriting
notation, and the classification of formal features (e.g., handshape).

Candidate headwords were extracted from four primary sources:
everyday—life sign entries in the Korean Sign Language Dictionary, usage
examples from the Korean Sign Language Nuri Dictionary, new types from
the Korean Sign Language corpus, and external sign—language—related
resources. All extracted candidates were reviewed in accordance with the
compilation guidelines, and a total of 1,004 headwords were ultimately
confirmed for dictionary compilation.

The semantic description of headwords was conducted through semantic
analysis meetings involving Deaf sign language experts, semantic annotators
and compiling researchers. The meanings and usage of each headword were
identified, and different senses were systematically analyzed. Based on these
analyses, Korean equivalents and definitions were written for each sense.
Example sentences were created for each sense through consultations with
external sign language experts and were based on authentic language use.
After the example sentences were reviewed, Korean translations were
produced, followed by a cross—checking procedure to enhance translation
quality.

Supplementary information intended to support dictionary users was



categorized into sign form information and grammatical information. For
headwords accompanied by mouth movements, mouth shape information was
additionally described. A total of 1,004 headwords (including 321 variants)
and 4,000 example sentences were recorded and edited in accordance with
the production standards of the National Institute of Korean Language.
Based on these recordings, sign form information—such as handshape,
location, and one—handed/two—handed configurations
(symmetrical/asymmetrical)—was documented for each headword and
integrated into the Korean Sign Language Nuri Dictionary to enable user
search. In addition, all headwords and example sentences were transcribed
using SignWriting to represent sign forms comprehensively, and the resulting
materials were compiled in image format.

Three methodologies for future new headword collection were proposed
through advisory meetings. First, new headwords can be collected by
analyzing selected tasks from raw sign language corpora. Second, candidate
headwords can be extracted from sign language video materials widely
shared within the Deaf community. Third, an RWC (Rapid Word Collection)
approach based on semantic domains can be introduced to secure headwords
through analysis of signs produced by Deaf experts.

To support the successful launch of the Korean Sign Language Nuri
Dictionary, demonstration materials were produced and experiential booths
were operated to actively promote dictionary use. In addition, user feedback
collected throughout the year was categorized by type, and identified errors
were corrected to improve overall service quality.

By providing semantic information, usage examples, sign form data, mouth
shape information, sign writing notation, and video content for 1,004
headwords, as well as error correction based on user feedback, this study
established a systematic framework for Korean Sign Language dictionary
compilation. Furthermore, by expanding the participation of Deaf experts
across all stages of the compilation process—including semantic analysis,
example construction, video production, and sign writing notation—this study
laid the foundation for the Korean Sign Language Nuri Dictionary to eolve
into a public dictionary that more faithfully reflects actual language use

within the Korean Sign Language community. Finally, by exploring



methodologies for collecting new headwords, this study secured a foundation

for the dictionary’s second release.

Keywords:

Korean Sign Language, Korean Sign Language Dictionary,
KSL—Korean Dictionary, Korean Sign Language Corpus, KSL
headwords, KSL entries, polysemous sign, homonymous sign,
subjects, semantic analysis, Korean equivalents, definitions, word

senses analysis, KSL example sentences, SignWriting notations.
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1 Universe, creation
1.1 Sky

1.2 World

1.3 Water

14 Living things

1.5 Plant

1.6 Animal

1.7 Nature, environment
2 Person

2.1 Body

2.2 Body functions
2.3 Sense, perceive
24 Body condition
2.5 Healthy

2.6 Life

3. Language and Thought
3.1 Soul, sprit

3.2 Think

33 Want

34 Emotion

35 Communication
3.6 Teach

4, Social behavior
41 Relationships

4.2 Social activity

43 Behavior

44 Prosperity, trouble
45 Authority

4.6 Government

47 Law

48 Conflict

4.9 Religion

5. Daily life

o
e,

V. 2t EAY] FH FES 9

)
hintd
rh

@
=



" | oo] 39

5.1 Household equipment
5.2 Food

53 Clothing

54 Adornment

55 Fire

5.6 Cleaning

57 Sleep

5.8 Manage a house
5.9 Live, stay

6. Work and occupation

6.1 Work

6.2 Agriculture

6.3 Animal husbandry

6.4 Hunt and dish

6.5 Working with buildings
6.6 Occupation

6.7 Tool

6.8 Finance

6.9 Business organization

7. Physical actions
7.1 Posture
7.2 Move

7.3 Move something
74 Have, be with

7.5 Arrange

7.6 Hide

7.7 Physical impact
7.8 Divide into pieces
7.9 Break, wear out

8. States
8.1 Quantity
8.2 Big

8.3 Quality
84 Time

8.5 Location
8.6 Parts of things

9. Grammar
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Semantic constituents related to verbs

CERELEE

9.1 General words

9.2 Part of speech

9.3 Very

94

95 Case

9.6 Connected with, related
9.7 Name

[E IV-4] SIL International2| 2|0]

3.2.5.4 Agree with someone

Use this domain for when two people agree
on something, think the same way about
something, or agree on a decision.

(1) What words refer to when two people
agree?
eagree, agreement, concur, accede, think the
same, think alike, hold the same view, be
of the same mind, be of like mind,
like-minded, be in accord, be of one
accord, be united, be in the same place,
be together on something, be with
someone, coincide in our thinking,

(2) What words refer to two people coming
to agreement?

ecome to an agreement, come together,
ratify a treaty

(3) What words refer to the act or state of
agreeing?
.agreement, like-mindedness, cooperation,
unity, concord, be in congruity,

(4) What words refer to a written document
expressing agreement?

ewritten agreement, peace accord, peace
treaty

(5) What words refer to a gesture expressing
agreement?

eshake hands, shake on it, kiss, holding
hands, bow, nod in agreement

(6) What words refer to changing
tflﬂnl?(ing so that you agree wit
else?

caccede, accession, accept, acquiesce,
acquiescence, give assent, consent, yield,
grant a point,

our
someone

(7) What words refer to two people
compromising?

ecompromise
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